1868]         THE  ROMAN   CATHOLIC  CONSPIRACY          455
and of this country, after which he became " not embarrassed, but reduced in circumstances." He then said that Esmerald?. had recently had a tolerable fortune,, and was doubtless " supposed at her death to be in possession of it, but she was not, for she entered into speculations which had proved unsuccessful, so that she died a comparatively poor woman." He then described the death-bed will. He asserted that the only cause of the death was inflammation of the bowels. He then said that he shojuld proceed to read the letter, " supplementing it with evidence to prove that the defendant was actuated by the wickedest malice."
It was at this point that we arrived in court. When a little silence was obtained, Parry began to read the letter, and having concluded the first sentence, said, a When the defendant states that a report has been circulated in London, &c., he states a deliberate falsehood. No such, report ever was heard by him, and I will not say it is the effect of his imagination, it is simply an invention for the purpose of damaging the character of his brother." l
Serjeant Parry then read the. paragraph saying that in the first will Francis was not even alluded to. " I have reason to believe that this also is totally false," he said, and that with the will itself lying open upon the table before him.
Parry passed over the third paragraph of the letter, without any criticism except an absolute denial, but
1 At tills point the agitation of Mary Stanley, who had been my informant, was so great, that she startled the court by something like a shout of denial.